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- Mgjor MEINDY. Bome ef the commants were prompted by questians but for easier reading,

< ke On 4 Pewyumry 1955 %M“m Assistant Pugstan Military, Neavel
«nd Ar Attache, called this se and requested to talk @ Preparing Offfoer. Whem
Preparicg 0fficer eaewered the phone, Majar WEHEDY eajd that he weuld like %0, oame to
ay office if possible mnd talk t6 We. Piwns were wade for Major MXIEDY to visit this
affice agproximately three hours later.

2, The fellowing % a mumaary of $he oonyersation between Preparing Offtcer emd

information is presented in narrative fom, It showld be pointed omt thag during
practically all of this mesting, Mejor MMERDY ins#gsted en speeking in Spanish, The
refson for this 18 not kuown as Major (them Lieutenant) MEDNOV spent 1947 snd 1948 in
this United States as Assistent Attache and speeke Engiish very well. Only in the last
part of the comversation did Mejor MEDRDV speek English.

: a., Najor NEKIEDV arrived at exaetly the appeinted time, and appromched one ef
the airmem in thelmll near the Attache offiee. Hs placed his.hand on the shoulder of
the airmsa (who was dressed im civilian clothes] end asked where he conld lecete the
Prepering Offfcer. Ascording to information fram offiee persomnel, Major MFNTEDV se
very nerwms and kept paeihg around in the hall making all types of nervous mtionaﬂ
while wmiting to be received. Whem received by ihe undersigned, Major METKOV was st
in a nervoue state. He war takem to offies of the Preparing Offieer and given a seat
at which time usual subjects suoch a5 weethsr and femilies wers discussed. After this,
I asked him what I oould do for him. He said, Well, the first thing that he womld 1kl
to Inow was what system we use to teach Spenish. He'said that his reason for this in-
formation wes that he &nd hig wife both spoke soms Bnglish and thet they wanted to
continue practicing 1t, and at the same tims practice Spenish. A copy of the War Bo-
partment Eduoation Manual BM 510 was shown Major MEKIEDY and the instruction system
wes discussed briefly. He expravsed an interest in this memual and said he wonld like
to purchase a copy of 1t 1f paswidle. On this point mo ocommitment was made.

* .

b. Mdjor MEDEOV them said he would like to know 1f there were bookstores. in
Buenos Aires where he sould purchase English-Spenish work books similar to the manual
discussed above. He also wanted to know what bookstores distributed most of the
English printed books and other Eaglish publications. These stores ere well-known in
Buenos Aires and their location cam be determined by the local telephons book and the
two looal English newspepers. At this time there was a discusaion regarding the pub-
licetion "Novedade 1a Union Sovietica™ (see TR-194-54) which the Russians are pub-
lishing here IR I;gengine. "R S YNV satd that this publication had o be secured
through local subscription but that 1f we had eny interest in this puMication that
he could arrange for our office to receive copies each week. Major MEDEKOY said that
this publica‘ion had very little significance and was printed and distributed more or
less the same wey as the U. S. Information Service publicetion "Informaciones.”

6. Major MEIKOV then asked how the American Air Attaches secursd information
on the Argentine Air Foree. He them stated that his office had very little, if any,
information on the Argentine Air Foree as his predecessors had not sscured any infor-
mation on thie subject. He also stated that the Argentine Air Force in his opinion.
had very 1ittle military significance in Argentina both from a nilitary or a politiecal
standpoint, and thaet the mein power in Argentina was jn the Ammy, and thmt most of
their emphasis was being directed in thiwaey. He stated that they were getting very
little cooperation from the information services of the Army, Navy and Air Force in
receiving information requested. He said that they had standing requirements for in-
telligence information from Rufsia, and that-they received specisl requests for eer-
tain types of specific information regularly.

d. Major MEIKOV then wmted to know what type of athletic activities this
office participeted in. When told that we played golf and tennis, he said that he did
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‘ot ¥now how to piay either, baecause thu-'o were RO golf or temnis courts in Russia, byt
that ke would like %to play some v 1 sgain if posaible. He stated that when he

way in Washington he used to go to Reck Creek Park and play volley ball whieh he en-
l‘.v

s. Major MEIRIY said that living comditioms in Argentina were very good, and
thet they meds a 1itels xore money here then they &0 fn Ruests, but that they were
peid in dollars which “ss to be converted st the offieial rate of 14 pesos to 1 dollar
with the Camirel Bank wiwreas the free exchange rate in every country other than
Argentina 12 spproximataly 30 pesos to™L doller. He stated thet in their office the
four attashes had two offiocial ears, U.S.-mads {Buiék and Oldsmobile 88). Aecarding
to Najor NMEIEOV, it i impossible for them to fmport ecars becawse of the rate of ex-
change. Altbough a nice profit car be expected on the sale of an eautomodils by diplo-
matic psrconnsl, Major MEIKOV stated that it was far too expensive for them to bring
a Bussian built car teo Argentina due to high ecosts 1n Rnssu and also to high trams-
portution costs.

f. Major MEIXOV stated that, in his opinion, relations betwsen Russia and the

U. S. were very critical but that ibe average working class of people in his country
4id mot went wer, but he also stated that the high politicsl leaders in his country
refleeted the views of the people. He said that be was familier with all propagende
on this subject because he knew the attitude of ths free press toward Russia, and that
he also can still say frankiy that most of these oomments are not true but reafleet
the viewa of journalists who know very listle if anything sbout Russia. Ne welieves
that with trade und exshange of ideas with other parts of the world, Rmssis and ‘the
.United Btetes can work out all of their problems. Conoerning this watter, he stated
that within ihe next month or so, there would be a faiy or an exposition of Russisn
mechanical and egricultural materisls in Argentine which would show what Russie was:,
produeing in these different fields. He stated that the object of this exposition
T to sell Russian materisls to Latin-American eountries. He stuted that Russia would

ike to earry on more trede with the United States =nd England, but as far as he
wnderstood this would not be permitted by the United States and England for some time
to come.

€. MajJor MEIEKOV said that upon completion of his tour in the*United States,
he returned to a field artillery wnit with the Amy in Russia, and was stetioned with
two different unite before being Sent on this assignment. He stated that during this
time he had received no special training for this assignment, as they do not have a
iraining school for Atiacheas. He eatd that his knowledge of the Spanish language wes
pleked up in his apare time by the use of records, but, judging from his flueney in
Spenish, ha has received cuite a bit of instruction. According to the Argentine Air

Yorge personnel, he speaks Spanish very well. . .
?t\ok ;WS g YW Kales KJV\SW

b.” Major MEIKOV said thet Captain}KLEBNIKOVF (Spanish spelling JLERNIKOVF),
of the Soviet Air Mﬁ" had arrived tms Tatfar pari of Jenusary and had been assigned
ag an aide to ColanelAROMANENKO, Military, Wavel and Air Attache, and that 1 spoke
fluent Spenish but that ie wc-uld not have diplometic status in A.rgentiaa.

. 1. Regarding the Russian Air Force and the Argentine Air Force, Major MEDROY
stated that the Russisn Air Force had not received any queries regarding the purchase
of aeireraft from the Argentines. This, 1n his epinion, would be a stupid move on
Argentina's part, to purchase sircraft from Russis, inasmuch as Argentina should pur-
ehase aircraft from the United States in order to stendardize airceraft in Latin

America.
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I S §. During the time that Major NEIKOW was in this office, he appeared to be
< |'vether nervous ané smaked approximately half a package of eigarettes.

3. 0n 16 Yebrusry while the Preparing Offticer wes leaving. tha Lincoln Librasy of"
the U. 3. Informetion and Pdmneation Service about 1800 hours, Lt. Command

tx ssien Assistent Naval Attache, was met entering this library. Commander
BOROSOY esemed wory surprised and more or less embarrassed to meet the Preparing Offi-
eor in thiz looktion, After extending the usual courtesies, he was izvited ie have a
drink in s locsl bar. It queryisg on what he was doing, Oommander MOROSOV stated that
he was owt shopping for some items, but mo statement was made regerding his interest in
the Lineoln Library. He said thet ho had visited this libgmry once before and hed
found it very interesting.

4. Ta somversation, Commander MOROSOV stated thet he did not like this type of
work a8 Attache, and that he felt his time was being wadted in thia assignment. He said
that he had been specifieelly trained as a hydrographer and that M s serviees wers not
being utiiized in this mssignment. Commandier MOROSOV gpeske a very slight bit of
English. He stated that after he completed the Naval Acedemy, be was given a post-
graduate course at supposedly the same school, whereas he studied English for a short
while and inasmuch as all publications pertaining to hydrography are published in

Inglish, he said that he could read English satisfactorily, but that he eould not speak

5. Refersnce the current pelitiocal changes.in Russia, Commander MOROSOV said that
be 414 not think that the chamges in the high politicalechelons would in any way be re-
flected in their operstion here in Argentina or come down to their level of operation.
He stated vhat MALENKDV was noW Ministro de Eleotricidad {Minister of Elactrical Power)
in the Soviet government. '

6. 1In discussing training receiwed before caming to @ post sanch as this, Command-
er MORUSOY stated thet he did not recéive mny special training before being &ssigned to
this post, but after discussing the matter further, he 4id state that all personnel
cming on assignments such as these were given a Commuinist indoctrination course.

7. During the oourse of this oconversation, Commander MOROSOV asked what clubs
the Americans had in Buenos Aires, and when told that the Americans were members of
practieally all of the Argentine eludbs, he stated No, whet he meant was what specific
clubs wsre American only. When advieed that the American Club was actually the only
olub that wae fally financed and operated by the Americans. Hs asked how was it 008~
sible for non-mmbers to go to this elub, stated that he had vYery mch interest in
seeing thie glub and would like to make a visit to it sometims. It should be pointad
out that on the 15t of January & new modern club was opened in Buanos Aires at the
corner of Viamante and Nueve de Julio, which 1s a ten-story building. The four top
floors are cecupied by the American Club. It appears that this club has caused a great

deal of curiosity ou the part of not only the Argentines but also on the part of person}
nel such 28 Commander M¥OROSOV, -

8. Upon departing MOROSOV said that be would be glad to see the undersigned at
any time that ¥ could see him again, and if at any time I would like to see him, not
to hesitete to call him at hie office. :

9. Ca 18 February, Major MEIROV again called this of fice and requested permission
to visit with the Preparing Officer. 4 mesting was arrengéd similar to the first one.
Upon arrival at this office, the usual courtesies were extended and then Major MEREDV
stated that he wac very much interested in learning to play golf snd would greatly
apprecists 1t if Preparing Officer could take him out on the golf course and show him
how tae game was played. Major MELUKOV siated that 1t was impossible for him to buy
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n‘sot; of golf clubs dune to the high dxpense, but that he thought hs eomld possibly
borrow & spt. :

10. After this Alscussiss, Major MRURDV asked if Preparing Officer had seen the
.} full scoomst of the interview betwsen Willism Rendolph Hearst, Jr. and Party Seeretary
WXKITA XHERUSHCHEV whieh took place recently. To a negative reply, Major MEIKDV stated
fhnt £F I Bad en interest in thias, he éould furnisk me with & cepy o7 the interview in
Spanish. He staved that this speech was not published in sny of tis Spenish or Eaglian Py
newspepers in Argentina, but that a full eocount of the intarview could be furnished,
which 18 his opinion was a very good interview. He slso axpressed mueh interest that
the Defense Minister of Russia, GEORGY ZHUKOV viéft the United.StataF} for be felt in
t2is respect bettsr relations eoculd be sxpscted.

s BF

11. @Genersl comversation followed the same line as at first. Whem Mgjor MEIKOV o
was asked what information he oould fwrmish regarding cemditfons in Ruesfe, sctivities
of the Russian Air Foree, eto., he stated thst he eould furnish any informetion that |
we desired that was not considered classified. In fact, he said that it wes their
progrem to furnieh infommation to all the Attmches regarding living conditions in
Russie and the technical developmwsnt that Russie bad undergone in the past 3C years.

L3 R

12. During the course of the eonversation, i was devermined that Comnander
MOROSOV had edvised Mejor MEIEOV that he had seem Preparing Officer on 16 February at J
the Liredln Library. Wajor MEDEDV expressed a great deal of interest in the sctivitie
of the Linooln Library in Argentina. Other than the Tew points discussed above,
nothing Specific was determined from this meeting. On departing this office, Major
NEDEOV stated that he theugh' these friendly meetings were the best way to understand
one another and asked if it were satisfactory for him to eall this office znd i7 we
eauld peseibly mve lumch together soan. Ha steted that when he first arrived at wmy
office he was hesitehs sbout apeaking English, but after speeking Enclish for a short
while he felt more confident in his lmowledge of the English language.

CQMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

1%. In diseussing Major MEIXOV with other American persomnel, it is their
opinion that his sssociations in Washington could have taken him away from Ruesian
#ttitudes and oustoms. It appears that if emy Russian out of the four Atteches as-
S\)gned to Argentina would be a good w Ma jor MEDKOV would be,

§ #as to the fact tnat he has his wife and only child here in Argentina. It cunnot be
dstermined what other ties are held on Major MEIKOV in Russia. Since his arrival in
Rpgentina, he has been extremely friendly with the Americwms amd has mede every effort
%9 cultivate better relations with them. Whether or not this relation is completely
swidtioned by the Russian Embassy iz not known, but eecording to information avaiiable)
7Fis 8 A& vorld wide plen of the Russiams.

)a Phis contact will be observed in an effort to determine his intemtions and
what information can be secured from him, in accordance vith State Department TWX
GA-40%8 (Seecret) dated 23 December 1954. :

14. As can be seen from the meeting and discuseion with Commander MOROSOV, the
Russians have definitely boo3ted their activities here in Argentina, making an all-out
effort to secure information and to make friends with the Americuns. Y+ cannot be de-
termined what freedom of movement these Assistant Rus:ian Attaches bave,"but it is _
believed that they are more or less on their own and could probebly be used to & greet
extent if properly eultivated. - Z R

WELL €. MAY
Lt. Colonel USAF
Assistant ~ir Attache
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‘] 18. During the past six momths the Russian military attaches secredited to
% |ATgentina Rave sigaifiocantly iperemsed the soope of thel? social and indelligenee ¢ol-
% logticd activities. TRere are tiree Russian gytaches SArrently residing in Argsutina
- {wlib sro wewmedited to the Army, Navy and Air Porees {olenel PRONOFI P. ROANEND ,
4, |Cuprain WICULAY POV, and Major CONSTANTIN MEINDV. Additionally, there is'che Naval b

{8¢f1cer, Captain ALEXANDER MOROSOY, who speeifically is sceredited $6 ‘the Argentine
¥y. The Serlor member of tMs greup and the directing head of their Attashe mctivi~
4¥ies 15 Calonel ROMANINKO. Previous to tlis inersesed level of activity during the
’ 31 mnthe, the Ryssians were backward and uwnfriendly; however, at the present t
7wl Shey &ive the impressjom of being & friendly and courteous group snd one thet is ape~
" JeSfieally tnterested in cultivating good scofal relations with the military representa-
$ives 3f all mations accredited to Argentina. They seem to bavepald perticular atten-
$ien during this time to uxlﬂvnting_ Anericen militery attaches.

16. In view ef their effort to cultivete the lLatins and the Amerfcens, oomtaats
will be mede with the Russians in spoordanqe with State Department Seeret cable
CA~4088 dated 23 December 1954 and as approved by the Chief of Mission.
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